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Borrisokane Community College Mobile Phone Policy

Purpose
This policy aims to support a respectful, focused, and safe learning environment by regulating mobile phone use during the school day.

Policy Statement
Mobile phones are not permitted for use or visible presence during the school day, from 9:00am to 3:40pm Monday – Thursday and 8.45am to 2.05pm on Friday. This applies to all areas of the school premises, including classrooms, corridors, bathrooms, outdoor spaces and travelling to and from school activities.

Guidelines
1. Out of Sight
Phones must be switched off or on silent mode and kept out of sight (e.g., in school bags) at all times during the school day.
2. Bathroom Protocol
Students must hand their phone to a teacher before leaving the classroom to use the bathroom. Phones will be returned upon the student’s return.
3. School Activities
When travelling on school-related activities, phones will be collected before boarding the bus, locked in the bus and returned at the end of the trip.
4. Confiscation Procedure
· If a phone is seen or used during school hours without permission, it will be confiscated immediately by a staff member.
· The phone will be placed in the school office and can be collected by the student after 3:40pm (2.05pm)
· The incident will be recorded on VSware as a breach of school policy.

5. Emergency Exceptions
· In the event of a genuine emergency, students may request permission from a teacher or staff member to use their phone.
· Alternatively, students may ask to call a parent/guardian from the school office.
· Some students may require phones for medical reasons (e.g., diabetes monitoring) or tracking purposes (e.g., for safety or additional needs). These cases must be approved in advance by school management and clearly documented.
· Emergency or approved use must be supervised and authorised by a member of staff.
· Parents/guardians who need to contact their child during school hours should do so via the school office.
6. Repeated Breaches
Repeated violations may result in further disciplinary action, including parental contact and review of the student’s behaviour record.

Responsibility
The school is not responsible for loss, theft, or damage to mobile phones brought onto the premises.
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