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Aim for this Evening:

• What is CAO?

• What are CAO Requirements?

• Importance of Researching Courses thoroughly

• CAO application, key dates & offer stage

• HEAR & DARE access route to college

• SUSI grant & Scholarships

• Alternative Option to CAO

• Key Points to Note



What is CAO?



CAO Requirements 

• Level 8: 2x H5 & 4x O6/H7

• Level 7: 5xO6/H7

• (incl. maths, eng, Irish &/Or 3rd lang.*)

Minimum 
Entry 

Requirements:

•Primary teaching Mary I Irish = H4; 

•Sport & Exercise Science UL Science = O3/H7;

•Mathematical Science NUIG mat = H5/O1

Subject 
Specific 

Requirements:

• Total points from Students’ best six subjects

•(*bonus maths) 

Points 
Requirement:

•Certain courses are Restricted-Application Courses 

•They have early assessment procedures

•(must apply by 1st Feb)

•E.g. HPAT; Art portfolio; Interview

•Check cao.ie

***Additional 
Requirement: NB Research is crucial (rash decisions re subjects/ levels can be costly)

How 

points are 

calculated



Points for Medicine

• After 550 points, LC points are 
moderated in bands of 5 points e.g. 551-
555 becomes 551 points, 556-560 
becomes 552 points etc

• Maximum of 565

• HPAT: Health Professionals Admissions 
Test: Worth 300 points

• Logical Reasoning & Problem Solving 40%

• Interpersonal Understanding 40%

• Non-verbal Reasoning 20%

• CAO points plus HPAT points, total used 
to allocate places

• Student must have CAO number to 
register for HPAT (Test date TBC)

Eg. Restricted Course & 

Additional Requirements



Dreams

Subjects

Aptitude

Skills

Values
Personal 
Qualities

Learning 
Style

Careers 
Interest

Experience

Careers 
Exploration
“Career Fit”

Interest in
Assessments 

(interests 
tests)

How do you 
Learn?

Work, voluntary 
experience, 

hobbies, 
interests

The Importance of Course Research



RESEARCH!
Make an 
Informed
Decision

• Don’t assume knowledge of a course by its title!

• Don’t choose a course/ college based on friend’s choices!

• Research the modules within the course content?

• Are there work experience or year abroad options?

• Is this a subject area you enjoy in school?

• Get the college prospectus/ Check college websites

• Go to the virtual Open/taster Days

• Talk to students and friends

• Discuss it with Guidance Counsellor



Be Informed

Keep checking Teams for 

regular weekly updates on 

open days



Why Research is Crucial
Zurich Cost of Education Survey 2021

• Cost of college

• Cost of repeating

• Mental Health Costs

• Dropout rates  



Qualifax

Use all available resources
College Prospectus

cao website



Matriculation: 2 x H5 & 4 x O6/H7

Specific Subject Requirement: IR, 

Eng, Mat, Lab Sc O6/H7

*Irish Exemption Contact admissions 

office*

Provides 

3 years 

points 

history



Don’t take a course at face 

value; research the course 

and subjects/ modules & 

ensure they are of interest 

(over 4 years!)

Examine the career 

opportunities and 

further progression 

routes



Use college websites to research the modules in the 
course of interest



Module list per 

semester

Detailed description 

of credit weighting, 

learning outcome, 

form of assessment 

etc.



www.careersportal.ie

QQI link:

E.g. a level 

5/6 PLC 

course 

offering an 

alternative 

entry route 

to the 

course

http://www.careersportal.ie/




CAO – General Info.

• Central applications Office = system for Irish 3rd level institutions

Including fee-paying colleges:

• Griffith College Dublin/Cork/Limerick

• Irish College of Humanities and Applied Sciences, Limerick

• American College Dublin 2

• College of Computing Technology, Dublin 2

• Dorset College, Dublin 1

• Dublin Business School, Dublin 2 

• International College Dublin Business school, Dublin 2

• St Nicholas Montessori College, Dun Laoghaire

• Galway Business School, Salthill, Galway

Fees range from €3500 – €6500 pa approximately.  This includes 
registration (fees are tax deductible).



Making an 
Application

• Applications are made online via www.cao.ie

• Students receive their CAO number after paying their fee.

• Always keep proof of application: print screen receipt

• Form is very straight forward to fill out, tick LC.

• Students must fill out course lists in: 

Genuine Order of Preference

• It is a mistake to put down courses on the basis of their 
points predictions

Applicants cannot be 

offered a lower 

preference course if 

they have already 

received an offer of a 

course higher up on 

their list

Student A interested in nursing NUIG 

places it 5th on list based on 502 points. 

Student A placed Social Care TUS 3rd

on list based on 301 points.

Student A receives 544 points in LC & 

forfeits “dream” course

http://www.cao.ie/


CAO closing Date and Fees

Fee Closing Date

Normal Closing Date €45 1st Feb 2022 (5pm)

Discounted 

Application Date

€30 20th Jan 2022 

(5pm)

Change of Mind

re-opens 5 May 2021

Free 1st July 2022 

(5pm) 

Change the order 

of choices or 

introduce new 

courses

** Does NOT 

include 

restricted entry

**Spring is a busy 

period for LC students 

– mocks, orals, 

practical/ projects



Be Responsible 



Offers

• When applicants decline/ defer 
offers this results in 

subsequent places becoming 
available in the next round of 

offers in order of merit



• Red applicant got 486 points

• Their number 1 choice CK101 was 488 points

• Their number 2 choice DN201 was 470 points

• Their number 3 choice AL850 was 477 points

• Red applicant got offered their number 2 choice therefore 
they can not be offered number 3 - 10.  

• They MAY get offered number 1 in a later round.



Approximate outline of Offer Stage
*Dates to be Confirmed

Round 1: Offer made 
4 days following LC 

results

Accept Round 1 
within 6 days 

Round 2: Offers 
made 1 week later

Accept Round 2 offer 
within 2 days

Subsequent 
rounds: Aimed at 

filling any remaining 
vacancies 

To accept offer, follow 
instructions carefully 

and reply within 
deadline

Students can defer for 
most courses. Do not 
accept offer. Contact 

college and follow 
their instructions.

NOT A GOOD TIME 
FOR STUDENTS TO BE 
AWAY ON HOLIDAYS!



Leaving Cert Results

LC candidate can register 
with Self-Service Portal on 
www.examinations.ie

Need exam number and PIN 
(from school), email address 
and mobile number.

• This portal allows students to:

✓ check Leaving Cert results,

✓ apply to view scripts,

✓ Check component marks

✓ Check scripts marked online

✓ Apply for recheck

http://www.examinations.ie/


Access Routes to 
Education: HEAR/DARE

• HEAR (Higher Education Access Route) a 
college and university access scheme which 
offers places on reduced points to school 
leavers from socio-economically 
disadvantaged backgrounds

• DARE (Disability Access Route to Education) 
offers reduced points places to school leavers 
who as a result of having a disability have 
experienced educational challenges in 
second level education



HEAR (www.accesscollege.ie)
• Each HEAR applicant is assessed in relation to six indicators (criteria)

• Each applicant must meet at least 3 of the indicators (certain combinations allowed)

Indicator 1: Income Indicator 4: Socio Economic Group   
(Employment & occupation status)

Indicator 2: Medical/GP Card Indicator 5: DEIS school

Indicator 3: Social Welfare Indicator 6: Geographical Area

Combinations for eligibility are:  
www.pobal.ie



DARE: What disabilities are 
eligible?

(www.accesscollege.ie)

• Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD)/Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD)

• Autism Spectrum Disorder including/Asperger’s syndrome

• Blind/Vision impaired

• Deaf/Hearing impaired

• Developmental Co-ordination Disorder (DCD) –Dyspraxia

• Mental Health conditions

• Neurological conditions (incl. Brain injury, epilepsy)

• Speech and Language Communication Disorder

• Significant on-going illness

• Physical disability

• Specific learning difficulty (incl. Dyslexia and dyscalculia)



DARE Eligibility

✓ Section A: Personal Statement

experience of being in school and 
the challenges you faced

✓ Section B: Educational Impact 
Statement completed by school

school to provide detail of how 
your disability has impacted on 

your second level experience

✓ Section C: Evidence of Disability 
Form 

completed by accepted Medical 
Consultant/Specialist/GP



Closing Dates for 
HEAR/DARE

✓ Apply to CAO by February 1st.

✓ All online information must be completed by 
March 1st

✓ All required supporting documentation must 
reach CAO by March 15th.

• HEAR/DARE information on individual college 
websites and www.accesscollege.ie

http://www.accesscollege.ie/


SUSI 
Grant

Student Universal Support Ireland 
(SUSI) is the single awarding authority 
for all grant applications www.susi.ie

Can complete Grant Eligibility 
Reckoner as a guide

Opens from April

http://www.susi.ie/


Third-level 
Scholarships

• Entrance
• All-Ireland

• Sports
• Performing/Creative Arts 

• Active Citizenship
• Innovation & Entrepreneurship

• Academic
• Subject Specific : 

– for studying in a particular sector 
– Accounting, Science, Engineering, 

Pharmacy, Languages

• Miscellaneous 

Use 

careersportal to 

check 

scholarships 

available in 

colleges of 

interest 



Other  Options

UCAS (Universities and Colleges Admissions Service)
– colleges in the UK. Closing date 15th January 2021 

(**MEDICINE, VETERINARY MEDICINE/SCIENCE, AND 
DENTISTRY = MID OCT. 2020)

EUNICAS (European Universities Central Application 
Support Service) – colleges in Europe (study through 
English).

Post Leaving Certificate College, obtain FETAC level 5 
qualification with which student can reapply through 
the CAO system (alternative to repeating the Leaving 
Certificate). Links to Universities and ITs

Some Universities & IT's offer a Special Maths exam 
(student's who missed a maths requirement)

(Army, Navy, Air corps) www.military.ie



you need to obtain: 

5 x distinctions 

3 must include: 

1.Anatomy & Physiology

2. Introduction to Nursing

3. Human Growth & 

Development



Apprenticeships

• Huge expansion of apprenticeships in recent years

• Possible to do apprenticeships in areas such as 
Construction, Electrical, Engineering, Finance, Motor, 
IT and Hospitality.

• Information available on www.apprenticeship.ie and 
www.careersportal.ie

• On the job and college training (earn & learn!).

http://www.apprenticeship.ie/
http://www.careersportal.ie


Salary €32,000



Further Considerations…
FEES
• Student Registration fee: €3000. (if receiving the full grant students

don’t pay this)
• Student Services Contribution/Student levy: all students pay this

(NUIG: €224; UL €90)
• If a student drops out there may be a liability for fees; check cut-off

dates with individual colleges – each college has different
policy/date. In UL: if student deregisters by end of Week 4: not
eligible for fees

ACCOMMODATION
Keep abreast of individual accommodation circumstances through their
websites
In the past…
• UCC –lottery (Feb-March)
• NUIG – Online booking (Feb-March)



To Re-cap on the most important Dates

Genuine 

order of 

preference

*Include 

restricted 

courses

Be vigilant 

checking 

emails





Final Note from the CAO
• Over 85,ooo applicants to CAO in 2021

• Over 37,ooo applicants were NOT 2021 LC students

• Over 15,000 applicants never sat a LC (EU/FE)

• NB LC & CAO are not one and the same

• You must inform CAO you are sitting the LC 2022

Option 1



Final Note from the CAO

• CAO are not processing 
applications for FE/ 
Apprenticeships for 
2022 LC students

• There will be a link on 
cao home page offering 
students to view FE and 
apprenticeship options 
but NOT offering an 
application process 



Final Note from the CAO

• Read the Handbook

• Ensure personal details are accurate

• Continuously check emails

• Check “Communications” Section of your cao account

• Follow instructions clearly

• Entry to HE is a competition: you must meet ALL requirements 

• Genuine order of preference: “I would have put it down but I didn’t think I’d get the points”

• Slides will be available in the coming days on the school website 

• Any queries please email: caroline.glynn@borrisokanecc.ie


