
LCA

Information Session for Parents & Guardians



During LCA

 Preparing for the world of work

 Punctuality

 Professionalism – how we engage with people, how we act.

Work experience

 LCA is suited to students who wish to follow a practical course that 

will prepare them for working life, but also to those who wish to do 

further study.



PLC – POST LEAVING CERT COURSE

It is a course run in an ETB college (Tipperary ETB, Laois/Offaly ETB etc.) for students who have 

completed either of the Leaving Certificates. There are a huge variety of PLC courses in PLC 
colleges ranging from Business to Nursing to Childcare, Photography, Drama, Media etc.

During our Guidance class on Monday morning, we explore what’s on offer and where.

Can students with the Leaving Certificate Applied get onto all PLC courses? Generally yes, however, 

some PLC courses ask for different qualifications in Maths or in Science. The Guidance Department, 

Ms Tierney and Ms Carroll can help you find out the requirements for particular courses.

After a PLC, what’s next? Students can gain entry to some third level courses and apprenticeships 

(eg Carpentry) or traineeships (eg Dental Nursing) based on their PLC attainments. Many students 

choose to go directly into employment.



Apprenticeships

 Apprenticeship.ie

 4 years on and off the 
job training.

 You earn as you learn.

 If you want to stop 
your apprenticeship 
after 2 years, you 
can 'freeze' your work 
to date and continue 
when you're ready.

 New apprenticeships 
being developed 
every year.



Do students with a Leaving Certificate 

Applied find employment?

Research by the DES show that on average 89% 

of LCA graduates are employed or attending 

further education courses in the year 

immediately following completion of the 

programme.

89%
Go to work 

or further 

study.



Visit lcfe.ie





tcfe.ie



Tipperary ETB – various locations



In summary...

Options after LCA include:

Heading straight to work

Further study such as a PLC course or Gurteen (with the option of applying to college after 

this)

Apprenticeship

Competition

Do your best in LCA

Attendance, punctuality, behaviour

Engage in opportunites – in work placement and school.

The Guidance Department is always here to help:

Annette.tierney@borrisokancecc.ie

Trudy.carroll@borrisokanecc.ie
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